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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communications. Application filed 8/17/01. 



2. 



Claims 1-17 are pending in the case. Claims 1 and 14 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is notidentically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gupta 
et al M USPN 6,546,405 fded (10/23/97). 

In reference to independent claim 1, Gupta teaches: 

The substantive content added by the viewing user is in the form of a temporal 
annotation, which identifies a particular relative time in temporally-dimensioned content of the 
multimedia document (compare to ' acquiring and annotating a content resource"). See column 
2, lines 27-35. 

Motion video content is generally a sequence of frames, each of which is a single 
graphical image in a motion video image. Each of the frames of motion video content is 
associated with a particular time which is generally relative to a base time associated with the 
first frame of motion video (compare to 'composing one scene and constructing a narrative"). 
See column 5, lines 25-30. The reference teaches the breakdown of a motion video within a 
multimedia presentation into frames. The reference fails to explicitly disclose the composing of a 
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scene within the annotation of the multimedia document; however, because the claim limitations 
are to be given their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the frames 
disclosed by Gupta provide a similar function as a scene (independently encoded frames of 
motion video content, which are generally referred to as I- frames and which can indicate a 
change of scene in motion video content. See column 17, lines 60-67). The frames taught by 
Gupta suggest segments of a presentation whereas the narrative could be considered the whole of 
the presentation prior to being displayed to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
multimedia annotation methods taught by Gupta and utilize the frames of the motion video 
content to proficiently annotate exact segments of the presentation. 

Multiple temporal annotation entries are stored in a temporal annotation database. 
Temporal annotation manager adds, deletes, and modifies temporal annotation entries in 
temporal annotation database dynamically (compare to "exporting the content'). See column 10, 
lines 42-47. 

In reference to dependent claim 2, Gupta teaches: 

The user-authored content becomes part of the display of the multimedia document in a 
temporal context. See column 2, lines 45-50. Figure 2 illustrates a layout defined by user- 
initiated actions (compare to "defining a layout"). 
In reference to dependent claim 3, Gupta teaches: 

A temporal annotation is represented in memory by a temporal annotation entry, which 
includes a number of fields, which in turn represent various characteristics of the temporal 
annotation (compare to "importing the content resource"). See column 9, lines 1-5. 
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In reference to dependent claim 4, Gupta teaches: 

Temporal annotation entry includes an author field, a time field, a time units field 
(compare to "applying one or more contextual descriptors"). See column 8, lines 58-65. 
Temporal annotation entry includes additional fields, which identify multimedia document as the 
multimedia document to which temporal annotation entry is associated (compare to "applying 
one or more contextual object references"). See column 9, lines 1-5. 
In reference to dependent claim 5, Gupta teaches: 

The annotation and media presentation methods of Gupta are introduced through the use 
of plug-ins or by adaptation of such a conventional multimedia document browser to provide 
functionality. See column 24, lines 15-17. 
In reference to dependent claim 6, Gupta teaches: 

Each temporal annotation provides a mechanism by which the user can pinpoint a 
particular point in the temporally-dimensioned content of a multimedia document and later 
immediately view the temporally-dimensioned content at that particular point. See column 17, 
lines 34-39. 

In reference to dependent claim 7, Gupta teaches: 

If the user selects option, multimedia document player detects the selection using 
conventional user interface techniques and retrieves a relative time as represented by data 
contained in time field and time units field (compare to "constructing a narrative comprising 
defining navigational flow"). See column 15-20. 
In reference to dependent claim 8, Gupta teaches: 
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Alternatives to temporal annotation control button as user interface mechanisms by which 
user interface module allows the user to cause creation of temporal annotation entry include pop- 
up menus and pull-down menus which include various user options (compare to "defining one 
or more context menus and associating each context menu with its context). See column 7, 
lines 36-40. 

In reference to dependent claim 9, Gupta teaches: 

Temporal annotations can be used as temporal links by which a user can quickly start 
playback of temporally-dimensioned content of multimedia document at the relative time of a 
particular temporal annotation to immediately view the temporal context of the temporal 
annotation within multimedia document (compare to "specifying one or more design rules for 
flow customization"). See column 16, lines 5-15. 
In reference to dependent claim 10, Gupta teaches: 

Temporal annotations can be used as temporal links by which a user can quickly start 
playback of temporally-dimensioned content of multimedia document at the relative time of a 
particular temporal annotation to immediately view the temporal context of the temporal 
annotation within multimedia document. See column 16, lines 5-15, 
In reference to dependent claim 11, Gupta teaches: 

In addition, the user can change characteristics of any of temporal annotation databases 
and to which the user has modify access. Such characteristics include access rights and, in 
particular, which users or groups of users have which access rights. See column 20, lines 45-50. 
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In reference to dependent claim 12, Gupta teaches: 

In addition, the user can change characteristics of any of temporal annotation databases 
and to which the user has modify access. Such characteristics include access rights and, in 
particular, which users or groups of users have which access rights. See column 20, lines 45-50. 
The reference provides the suggestion of a content provider displaying in a window, user- 
authored content. 

In reference to dependent claim 13, Gupta teaches: 

HTML page window includes representation of text and static graphical images of 
multimedia document in a HTML format. See column 6, lines 43-50. 
In reference to dependent claim 14, Gupta teaches: 

The substantive content added by the viewing user is in the form of a temporal 
annotation, which identifies a particular relative time in temporally-dimensioned content of the 
multimedia document (compare to "acquiring and annotating a content resource"). See column 
2, lines 27-35. 

Motion video content is generally a sequence of frames, each of which is a single 
graphical image in a motion video image. Each of the frames of motion video content is 
associated with a particular time which is generally relative to a base time associated with the 
first frame of motion video (compare to "composing one scene and constructing a narrative"). 
See column 5, lines 25-30. The reference teaches the breakdown of a motion video within a 
multimedia presentation into frames. The reference fails to explicitly disclose the composing of a 
scene within the annotation of the multimedia document; however, because the claim limitations 
are to be given their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the frames 
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disclosed by Gupta provide a similar function as a scene (independently encoded frames of 
motion video content, which are generally referred to as I-frames and which can indicate a 
change of scene in motion video content. See column 17, lines 60-67). The frames taught by 
Gupta suggest segments of a presentation whereas the narrative could be considered the whole of 
the presentation prior to being displayed to the user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
multimedia annotation methods taught by Gupta and utilize the frames of the motion video 
content to proficiently annotate exact segments of the presentation. 

Multiple temporal annotation entries are stored in a temporal annotation database. 
Temporal annotation manager adds, deletes, and modifies temporal annotation entries in 
temporal annotation database dynamically (compare to u exporting the contend). See column 10, 
lines 42-47. 

Temporal annotation entry includes an author field, a time field, a time units field 
(compare to ' applying one or more contextual descriptors"). See column 8, lines 58-65. 
Temporal annotation entry includes additional fields, which identify multimedia document as the 
multimedia document to which temporal annotation entry is associated (compare to "applying 
one or more contextual object references"). See column 9, lines 1-5, 

The user-authored content becomes part of the display of the multimedia document in a 
temporal context. See column 2, lines 45-50. Figure 2 illustrates a layout defined by user- 
initiated actions (compare to "defining a layout'). 
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A temporal annotation is represented in memory by a temporal annotation entry, which 
includes a number of fields, which in turn represent various characteristics of the temporal 
annotation (compare to ' importing the content resource"). 

If the user selects option, multimedia document player detects the selection using 
conventional user interface techniques and retrieves a relative time as represented by data 
contained in time field and time units field (compare to "constructing a narrative comprising 
defining navigational flow"). See column 15-20. 

Alternatives to temporal annotation control button as user interface mechanisms by which 
user interface module allows the user to cause creation of temporal annotation entry include pop- 
up menus and pull-down menus which include various user options (compare to "defining one 
or more context menus and associating each context menu with its context). See column 7, 
lines 36-40. 

Temporal annotations can be used as temporal links by which a user can quickly start 
playback of temporally-dimensioned content of multimedia document at the relative time of a 
particular temporal annotation to immediately view the temporal context of the temporal 
annotation within multimedia document (compare to "specifying one or more design rules for 
flow customization"). See column 16, lines 5-15. 
In reference to dependent claim 15, Gupta teaches: 

In addition, the user can change characteristics of any of temporal annotation databases 
and ? to which the user has modify access. Such characteristics include access rights and, in 
particular, which users or groups of users have which access rights. See column 20, lines 45-50. 
In reference to dependent claim 16, Gupta teaches: 
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In addition, the user can change characteristics of any of temporal annotation databases 
and to which the user has modify access. Such characteristics include access rights and, in 
particular, which users or groups of users have which access rights. See column 20, lines 45-50. 
In reference to dependent claim 17, Gupta teaches: 

HTML page window includes representation of text and static graphical images of multimedia 
document in a HTML format. See column 6, lines 43-50. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Yang et al, USPN 6,301,586 filed (10/6/1997) 

Greenfield et al., USPN 6,544,294 filed (5/27/1999) 

Lin USPN 6,369,835 filed (5/18/1999) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Ludwig whose telephone number is 703-305-8043. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 703-308-5465. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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